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Re Item V. 

1 The following documents are referred io in this communication: 

D1 : DE 39 32 044 A1 (SCHOELKOPF, JOERG, 6909 W ALLDORF, DE) 4 April 1 991 
(1991-04-04) 

D2: PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 2002, no. 08, 5 August 2002 (2002-08-05) 
& JP 2002 1 071 43 A (HITACHI CONSTR MACH CO LTD), 1 0 April 2002 (2002-04- 
10) 

D3: GB 769 495 A (SOCIETE DE PROSPECTION ELECTRIQUE PROCEDES 
SCHLUMBERGER) 6 March 1957 (1957-03-06) 

D4: EP-A-1 012 539 (WILLIAMS, NIGEL EMLYN) 28 June 2000 (2000-06-28) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document) a 
frictional pivot (see abstract) comprising: 

- gravity-responsive directional means for indicating a datum direction of alignment 
with gravity (see reference numeral B in figure 1); 

- frictional pivoting means for allowing the gravity-responsive means coarsely to align 
with gravity (see reference numeral A in figure 1); 

- vibration means for vibrating one or more elements of the pivoting means (see 
reference numerals 25 and 27 in figure 2 and e.g. page 6, lines 6-9 and page 8, 
lines 15-16); and 

- portable power means for powering the vibration means {see reference numeral 
27 in figure 2 and e.g. page 8, lines 11-14). 

All the features of independent claim 1 are therefore completely disclosed in D1 and 
consequently the subject-matter of this claim lacks novelty. 
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2.2 For the sake of completeness, it is pointed out that both documents D2 (see abstract 
and figure 1a) and D3 (see e.g. page 1, lines 51-65 and 75-77) are also considered to 
be novelty-destroying for the subject-matter of claim 1 . 



3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-1 2 

Dependent claims 2-12 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect 
of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT), see documents D1, D2, D3 
and D4 and the corresponding passages cited in the Search Report. 
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